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CASE I. 

Injury of the Head without Fracture of the Skull—Compression 
of the Brain from Effusion of Blood—Trephining—Recovery.— 
H. H., aged 23 years, a robust and athletic man, received 
several blows with a stick upon the head, in an affray upon 
the race course, nearly three miles from Chicago, Monday, 
Sept. 1st., 1845, by which he was stunned at first, but soon 
recovered. He walked about for some time, then mounted a 
horse to ride to Chicago, and proceeded about a mile without 
feeling uneasiness. He then complained of dullness of hear- 
ing, and soon after found it difficult to manage his horse, which 
it became necessary to lead. On arriving at the stable, he 
lay down, and was soon after found by his companion asleep 
on the floor. Being roused, he walked a short distance to a 
covered wagon, in which he slept for the night, and where he 
was found the next morning in a state of profound coma, from 
which it was impossible entirely to rouse him. 

Medical aid being called, it was observed that an entire 
loss of motion and a partial loss of sensation existed on the 
right side of the body, affecting the limbs also, while those 
of the left were readily withdrawn if smartly pinched. The 
respiration was deep, but not stertorous; the pulse slow, but 
full; surface cool. He could with difficulty be made to an- 
swer the simplest question. Free blood-letting and qther 
suitable remedies were immediately resorted to, without béne- 
fit, however, and on Wednesday, Sept. 3, we were called 
to see him, and found him in the state above degembeéd. 
The head having been shaven, it was found that no muitk of 


injury existed upon it, except one, very slight, just at the 
G 
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superior angle of the os occipitis, nor could any information 
be gained as to the precise point upon which the violence was 
inflicted. The symptoms and the history of the case, left no 
doubt of the character of the injury and the urgent necessity 
of an operation, while they afforded no clue to the precise 
situation of the effusion, or the point upon which the trephin 
should be applied. In judging of this, two circumstances 
were taken particularly into account: the first was, the mem- 
bers paralyzed; the second, the point at which effusion most 
readily takes place. Repeated observation has shown us that 
when the members of one side are paralyzed from an injury, 
it is when this has been inflicted upon the central or superior 
parts of the opposite hemisphere of the cerebrum. It is known 
also, that extensive effusions of blood from such causes, most 
frequently take place from the middle meningeal artery, or 
some of its principal branches. Guided by these facts, we 
determined on trephining an inch above the left ear, and ona 
line. a, little anterior to it. For this purpose, a triangular flap 
was raised, and some ecchymosis was discovered among the 
fibres of the temporal muscle. On removing the pericranium, 
no blaod was observed to exude on the surface of the bone, 
and on removing a circle of this with the trephine, a coagulum 
instantly protruded. Pieces of this were removed with the 
finger, until several ounces had come away. The thickness 
of the coagulum at the point of the opening was. not. less than 
an. inch, and its limits could not be ascertained. <A tent was 
placed in the opening, and simple dressings applied, 

During the operation, the patient suffered considerably, 
crying out, and_ requiring to be held, and after the removal of 
the blood, he manifested consciousness, and moved the mem- 
bers of the right side to a considerable extent. No. unfavor- 
able symptoms occurred; his recovery was rapid; and in less 
than two weeks he was able to start for his own-home, in. the 
central part of the State. 

To Drs, Maxwell and Herrick, of this city, my acknow- 
Jedgments are due for their advice and assistance in this case. 
CASE II. 

Bony Concretion in the Knee Joint—Extraction by the: Sub 
eutaneous Method—Recovery.—W. G., aged 26 years, of Du 
Page county, Illinois, visited Chicago for the: purpose of ob- 
taining relief for a troublesome affection of the right knee. 





Brainard’s Case of Bony Concretion in the Knee Joint. 99 


History. About ten years since, he was attacked with an 
inflammation of the joint, called rheumatism, which returned 
at irregular intervals, particularly when much exercise was 
taken, until the present time. About six months since, he 
noticed a hard substance, movable in the joint, which at times 
disappeared beneath the patella. For some months, the at- 
tacks of inflammation had been more frequent and severe, so 
as to entirely preclude him from following any active or labor- 
ious employment. 

Present State. On examination, the articulation was found 
to contain considerable fluid within the capsule, but there 
was little tenderness, and no marks of inflammation. The 
hard body could occasionally be felt on the inside of the pa- 
tella, but slight pressure caused it to disappear. 

Extraction. It being impossible to retain the substance in 
a fixed position, by the aid of a bandage or knee-cap, it was 
determined to extract it; and the operation was performed, 
with the assistance of Drs. Herrick and Blaney, Sept. 7, 1845, 
in the following manner: The patient being placed upon his 
back, and the limb extended, the body was fixed by pressure 
with the fingers upon the anterior surface of the inner con- 
dyle of the femur. An incision, over an inch in length, and 
an inch within the situation of the substance, was then made 
through the integuments. A bistoury being carried beneath 
these, an opening was made through the synovial capsule, 
directly upon the movable body. This was then extracted 
by the aid of the tenaculum and forceps, a,work of some diffi- 
culty on account of its extreme hardness, which did not admit 
of its being penetrated in the slightest degree. ‘The wound 
was then brought together by stitches and adhesive straps, 
evaporating lotions applied, and the member kept in a state 
of perfect repose. The body extracted was about twice the 
size of a large bean, spherical, smooth, and encrusted with 
cartilage upon its surface ; hard and osseous within. At the 
end of a week, the wound was quite closed, and the patient 
enabled to walk about as usual, but by an injudicious attempt 
to travel, considerable inflammation was excited, which re- 
quired blood-letting and other reducing means to subdue it, 
thus adding another to the numerous proofs already on record, 
of the harmless nature of such injuries, when perfect immobil- 
ity of the member is preserved, and of their serious charac- 
ter when this is neglected. 
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CASE Iil. 


Foreign body in the Bronchial Tubes—Laryngo-Tracheotomy 
—Death—Post Mortem appearances.—This case was of a child 
a little over twelve months old, which, on the 2d of Septem- 
ber, 1845, while swallowing a piece of water melon containing 
seeds, (which he had seized,) was attacked with a violent 
paroxysm of coughing, amounting almost to suffocation, when 
this had subsided, a sound, called by the mother “ purring,” 
was heard. The accessions of coughing were frequent and 
violent from that time until the 19th of September, when the 
child was brought to us for examination. 


Present State. The en-bon-point of the infant was good, 
respiration frequent, considerable blueness of the veins which 
ramify along the head, and a distinct murmur or “ purring” 
sound was heard during the inspirations and expirations. On 
applying the ear to the anterior surface of the chest, on the 
right side, a distinct sonorous ronchus was heard, if the child 
breathed with rapidity, or while crying, but when in a state 
of perfect repose, as while sleeping, not the slightest sound, 
even the natural murmur of respiration, could be heard. On 
the left side, the sound of respiration was at all times intense, 
except when masked by the sonorous ronchus above spoken 
of. It was observed too, that the left side of the chest, only 
expanded and contracted with respiration, and that the child 
could not lie long upon this side. These symptoms taken in 
connection with the history of the case, left no doubt of the 
existence of the foreign body in the air passages, and that this 
was situated in the right principal bronchial tube. An ope- 
ration, being determined upon for its removal, was performed 
on the 19th of September, in the presence of Drs. Boone, 
Maxwell, and Blaney, in the following manner: An incision 
was made an inch and a half in length, directly in front of 
the larynx, and carried down to this organ by degrees, although 
the fits of suffocation, and a free venous hemorrhage which 
occurred, required a length of time to be consumed in this 
part of the operation. The crico-thyroid membrane was 
punctured, and the incision extended downward through the 
cricoid cartilage, and the two superior rings of the trachea, 
and upwards through a part of the thyroid cartilage. This 
produced another fit of coughing, so severe as to threaten suf- 
focation, which was rerewed as ofien as attempts were made 
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to remove the foreign body, or to introduce a tube for the 
purpose of respiration. The orifice, therefore, being free, 
was left without a tube, measures -suitable to combat inflam- 
mation were adopted, and directions given for the removal of 
the foreign body, should it present itself. This was favored 
by position, and as far as possible by other means, but with- 
out success, although it was noticed on the 20th, after a par- 
oxysm of coughing, that the right side of the chest expanded 
during inspiration, the respiratory murmur was heard upon 
that side, indicating that the body had changed its situation. 
The respiration gradually became more frequent and difficult, 
and the child died on the 21st of Sept. 

Examination after Death. A water melon seed was found 
in the trachea just at the point of its bifurcation, and consid- 
erable mucus was found in the bronchial tubes. The posterior 
three-fourths of the right lung, and half of the left, were found 
at a state of red hepatization, showing that an extensive pneu- 
monia had been superadded to the bronchial affection; the 
two being sufficient, in all probability, to have proved fatal, 
even if the foreign body had been removed. 

The dissection in this case, while it proved the urgent ne- 
cessity of an operation, showed also, that it had been so long 
deferred, as to render its success doubtful if not impossible. - 

Chicago, October 1, 1845. 






BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Minutes of the Organization, Constitution, and Ethics of the Union 
Medical Society of Northern Indiana. 


This aap rw contains the minutes of the proceedings of 
a meeting of the physicians of the counties of Elkhart and 
Koskiusko, convened at Goshen, Ind., on February 18th, 1845, 
for the purpose of organizing a Medical Society; also of an 
adjourned meeting held on April 22d, to complete the organi- 
zation. At the former meeting, it was unanimously agreed to 
form an association, to be called the Union Medical Society of 
Northern Indiana. The officers were elected for one year: a 
committee appointed to prepare a constitution and bye-laws, 
a system of ethics, and a Pn of rates. The meeting then 
adjourned until April 22d. 

At the adjourned meeting, the constitution and code of 
ethics were adopted, and the bill of rates further referred to 
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a special committee. Committees were then appointed on 
the following subjects: “On Quackery,” “On Improvement in 
the Science of Medicine,” “On Collateral Sciences.” Dr. 8, 
B. Kyler and John Gildersleeve, were appointed to deliver 
dissertations at the next meeting. ‘The meeting then ad- 
journed to the second Saturday in October next, to meet in 
Goshen. . 

We are glad to see this movement on the part of our pro- 
fessional neighbors in Indiana. We hope that the example 
will be followed in other sections of: that State, and also of 
Illinois, In the latter, we are not aware of the existence of 
a single medical society. If any such exist, we would be 

leased to hear of it. ‘There can be little doubt but that the 
influence exerted by medical societies, when conducted in 

roper spirit, and under proper regulations, is in every way 
fremeBcial to the profession and the public, and in our opinion, 
more preservative of the interests of all parties than can be 
expected from any medical legislation. [tis scarcely to be 
expected that the wants of a profession, and the measures 
required for its elevation and to preserve its dignity, should 
be understood by any but its own members. Cooperation 
among medical men, in a strict adherence to the courtesies of 
the profession; the universal adoption of a rigid system of 
medical ethics; exclusion from consultation, and from social 


intercourse, of all pretenders; and a rigid scrutiny into the 
qualifications of all admitted to its privileges, are the means 
to be adopted for rescuing the science from the imputations 
against it, and to place it in the estimation of the public, in its 


proper light.—Eb. 


Mepicat JournaLs.—Southern Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal.—This excellent periodical is published monthly, at Au- 
gusta, Georgia, each monthly number containing 64 well- 
printed octavo pages; terms $3,00 per annum. It is edited 
by Pavt T. Eves, and J. P. Garvin, M. D., two of the pro- 
fessors in the Medical College of Georgia, located at Augusta. 
The numbers which we have received contain a due propor- 
tion of original communications, many of them of exceeding 
interest, and. exhibiting much research and observation on the 
part of the contributors. The selected matter and reviews 
do much credit to the discrimination and good taste of the 
editors. The proper acknowledgement of the receipt of this 
valuable journal, has been delayed in consequence of its hav- 
ing arrived during our absence, and since our return it has 
been unavoidably crowded, out of our limited space. 

_ The American Journal and Library of Dental Science.—T his 
is a Quarterly issued, in the city of Baltimore, and is the organ 
of the American, Society of Dental, Surgeons. It is edited by 
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Cuapin A. Harris, M.D., D.D.S., Enwarp Maynarp, M.D., 
D.D.S., Amos Westrotr, M. D., D.D.S. It consists of two 
parts; (separately paged, so that they may be bound sepa- 
rately,) the Journal and Library. The Journal department 
is well conducted, and contains much that is valuable to the 
surgeon dentist and general practitioner, and interesting to 
the general reader. This department of the work contains 
from 70 to 90 pages. The Quarterly No. contains in all.about 
160 pages. 

From the Journal we learn that the Surgeon Dentists are 
well organized and recognized as a distinct profession, and 
their art they lave elevated to a science. They are associated 
in a national society, and properly consider all as quacks who 
are not regularly educated and hegalized by their society or 
institutions, or deserve and purpose so to be. There are now, 
we believe, two Colleges of Dental Surgery, one at Baltimore, 
and one at Cincinnati. Of the former, we have before us the 
sicth annual announcement. The Faculty are as follows:— 
Chapin A. Harris, M. D., Professor of Practical Dentistry ; 
Thomas E. Bond, Jr., Professor of Special Pathology and 
Therapeutics; W. R. Handy. M. D., Prof. of Anatomy and 
Physiology; Professorship (vacant) of Dental Physiology and 
Pathology ; Chapin A. Harris, M.D., Demonstrator of Mechani- 
cal Dentistry. Regular courses of lectures are given by each 
professor; the session commencing on the first Monday of No- 
vember, and ending the last of February. Ticket fees $25,00 
to each professor. 


The New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal.—This jour- 
nal comes to us improved in appearance, and strengthened in 
its editorial force. For some time past there has been in cir- 
culation a prospectus for a medical journal, to be published 
at New Orleans, and to be called the Louisiana Medical and 
Surgical Journal. An arrangement has now been effected, 
by which the two are united, with the strength of the co-edit- 
ors of both journals, as follows: Erasmus D. Fenner, M.D., 
one of the Physicians to the New Orleans Charity Hospital; 
A. Hzster, M. D., one of the Surgeons to the N. O. Charity 
Hospital; Joun Harrison, M. D., Professor of Physiolo, 
and Pathology in the Medical College of Louisiana; and W. 
M. Carpenter, M.D., Professor of Therapeutics and Materia 
Medica in the same instifution. We consider it one of the 
most valuable of our exchanges. 


St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal.—In the editorial 
department of this journal, V. J. Fourceavup has been asso- 
ciated with the former editors. We have on former occasions 
sufficiently expressed our good opinion of this periodical, and 
the additional labors of Dr. Fourgeaud must add to its former 
merits, Ep. 








National Medical Convention.—Salacine. 


MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


National Medical Convention.—In our last number, in our 
Notice of the Transactions of the Medical Society of the State 
of New York, we called the attention of our readers to the 
resolutions of that body, recommending a National Medical 
Convention, to be held in the city of New York on the first 
Tuesday in May, 1846. Since then, we have received the 
circular of the committee appointed to carry those resolutions 
into effect, accompanied by a letter from Dr. N. S. Davis, one 
of the committee, inviting, through us, the medical colleges of 
the State of Illinois, and the medical societies of this State, (if 
any exist,) to participate, by their delegates, in the convention. 
The objects of the Medical Society of the State of New York, 
in calling the convention, as stated in the letter of Dr. Davis, 
“were, to freely discuss the great and paramount interests of 
the whole profession of this country; to make the members of 
the profession in each State better acquainted with the men 
and institutions of every other State; to excite and diffuse a 
spirit of scientific and professional investigation; and, if pos- 
sible, devise some concerted plan for elevating the practical 
standard of medical education throughout the whole country.” 
Are not these objects of sufficient importance to enlist the in- 
terest and exertions of the medical profession, to carry into 
effect the only plan which can secure their attainment? We 
ask for the subject the earnest attention of all our readers, and 
their adoption, individually and collectively, of such measures 
as will forward the plan proposed. It would give us pleasure to 
hear from all who are interested in the movement, and to join 
with them in the effort to secure for our State a representation 
in the National Convention. Our pages will be open to com- 
munication upon the subject, suggesting the mode to be adopted 
for that purpose. We earnestly hope the subject will meet 
the attention it merits. Ep. 


Salacine.—Dr. Fenner, of the New Orleans Charity Hospi- 
tal, has tested the virtues of this remedy in twenty-two cases 
of intermittent fever. The object of the observations was “to 
ascertain the virtues of salacine, and to what extent it may be 
relied upon as a substitute for quinine.” Dr. Fenner deems 
his trial not sufficient to justify a report. He however re- 
marks: ‘so far it appears greatly inferior to quinine. _ Its vir- 
tues are somewhat enhanced by combination with piperine. 
As the article has been very little used within the last few 
years, the quality may not be first rate. It is now dearer 
than quinine, on account of the larger doses required, but if it 
be-found to answer as well in any dose, it can be made cheap, 
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as the supply of willow bark in our country is inexhaustible. 
We are promised a report at a future time. We hope also 
before long to hear a report upon the subject from the office 
of the Surgeon General of the Army. The importance of the 
subject is great, if it be true, as reported in the New Orleans 
Medical Journal, from the Washington “Union,” that the 
British Government are endeavoring to acquire a monopoly of 
Peruvian bark. We reiterate our hope that our readers will 
give it a trial, and send us a report of the results, whether 
they be favorable or unfavorable. Ep. 


PRACTICAL MEDICINE, &c. 


On the Use of Toduret of Potassium in Syphiltic Affections.— 
The report, which M. Gauthier has recently published re- 
specting the curative power of this salt of Iodine, in second- 
ary and tertiary syphiltic affections, is, on the whole, highly 
favorable to its use. He has administered it in a vast num- 
ber of cases, and has rarely noticed any injurious or even un- 
pleasant effects fairly attributable to its operation. Ona few 
eccasions, it appeared to cause a salivation; which, however, 
speedily ceased. Now and then, an innocuous exanthem 
made its appearance on the surface. In some persons it 
causes slight gastric irritation; but in most, the digestive func- 
tions appear to be decidedly improved under its use. In no 
instance has any wasting of the body seemed to be induced by 
it, as has occasionally been observed with respect to Iodine. 
One of the most constant effects of the Ioduret is to increase 
the flow of the urine. It seems to pass very rapidly into 
this and the other secretions; its presence is readily discover- 
able by its well known appropriate tests. M. Gauthier has 
eften detected it in the saliva. 

The following are the forms of the syphiltic disease in 
which he has witnessed the most decided curative effects, 
Pains of the bones, even when most severe, are often very rapidly 
and effectually subdued; nay, when caries exist, a salutary 
ehange is not unfrequently obtained. Thus in Ozcena, com- 
plicated with disease of the palate or nasal bones, we seldom 
fail in greatly benefitting, if not in curing, the disease. In 
various tubercular affections of the skin and mucous membranes, 
the loduret will be found most useful. Deep ulcerations of 
the throat and pharynx, rhagades or fissures about the anus 
and nails, will not unfrequently heal up most satisfactorily, 
even when mercury has been previously tried and failed. It 
is sometimes truly marvellous to witness the decided improve- 
ment of the general health, in the course of a few days, under 
the use of the Ioduret, when judiciously administered. M. 
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Gauthier considers that it is a most valuable remedy in many 
cases of mercurial cachexy: an ioduretted gargle will often 
serve to check salivation from this cause. 

He invariably begins its administration in small doses, from 
two to four grains, twice a day. The quantity should be 
doubled every third or fourth day, until it reaches 15 or 20 
grains. This dose should be continued for some time; but, 
if it fails in producing any decided effect upon the disease, it 
may be increased to two scruples or even adrachm. Ina 
few cases, he has given as much as two drachms in the course 
of twenty-four hours. 

A solution of the Ioduret in water, to which some tincture 
of Iodine has been added, may be advantageously used as a 
gargle in ulcerated sore-throat, and as a wash to ulcers on the 
surtace, or on the Schneiderian membrane. 

The average period, during which the internal use of the 
Ioduret should be continued, may be stated to be from six to 
eight weeks. Much will depend on the gradual increase of 
the doses given. Many cases will remain stationary, if the 
quantity of the salt administered be not progressively—and 
this, too, rapidly—augmented.— Medical Examiner, from Medi- 
co-Chirurgical Review, from Observations pratiques sur le Trait- 
ment des Maladies Syphiltiques par 0 Iodure de Potassium, by M. 
L. Gauthier. 


On the Dropsy which follows Scarlatina.—Dr. Golding Bird 
gives the following summary of the facts recognized in con- 
nection with the development of dropsy after scarlatina:— 

1. The anasarca does not appear during the existence of 
the rash. 

2. The sequel, which do not depend on local mischief 
about the throat, usually appear about the end of the first 
week after the recession of the rash, rarely before, and not 
often after this period. 

3. The frequency of their occurrence is in the inverse ratio 
of the vividity of the rash. 

4. The urine contains certain of the elements of the blood, 
(albumen and red particles,) with a considerable number of 
large organic globules. 

5. The blood contains some of the elements of urine, as 
proved by the existence of urea in it, as well as in the secre- 
tions derived from it. 

Analagous effects, although looked. for, have not been ob- 
served on the recession of other exanthema, as measles and 
small-pox; nor in cutaneous affections, in which free perspira- 
tion must be checked or greatly lessened, as in lepra, psori- 
asis, chronic eczema, &c.—Med. Examiner, from Dub. Med. 
Press. 
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On the Remedial Efficacy of Ox-Gall.—Dr. Alnatt of London, 
in a page under this title, in a recent number of the Lancet, 
brings forward additional testimony to the beneficial effects of 
ox-gall, in cases of constipation of the bowels. 

Habitual constipation (Dr. Allnatt observes) in persons of 
sedentary habits, generally arises from a deficiency of bile, 
the motions are clay-colored, the more fluid parts become 
absorbed, and scybala are impacted in the large intestines. 
When portions of scybala removed from the body, are sub- 
jected to the action of ox-gall, they become immediately broken 
down and dissolved, and this effect follows when diluted ox- 
gall is used in the form of enema. ‘T'wo cases are related in 
which this remedy was employed in this way :— 

“A young lady, aged 20, suffered from obstinate constipa- 
tion, which had persisted upwards of a fortnight. She had 
been treated previously by drastic purgatives, which produced 
pain and vomiting, and a feeling of general uneasiness, com- 
bined with ineffectual attempts to pass an evacuation. The 
lower portions of the intestines were evidently obstructed by 
impacted scybala. Injections containing turpentine were first 
administered without affording relief. ‘Two ounces of ox-gall, 
with about half-a-pint of thin gruel, were next thrown into the 
rectum; the exterior part of the hard mass became imme- 
diately dissolved, and in the course of ten or fifteen minutes 
the whole was ejected, to the instantaneous relief of the symp- 
toms.” 

“A lady, aged 77, living in the country, to whom the author 
was hastily summoned, was apparently sinking from the 
effect of unrelieved constipation. Excrementitious vomiting 
had taken place, and the powers of life seemed waning. The 
question was, whether or not, from the violence of the inverted 
action of the intestines, intussusception had not occurred. On 
examination, I thought I could detect a hardened mass about 
the head of the colon, and evidences of accumulation below 
that point. I therefore advised, as a last resort, an enema of 
ox-gall and turpentine, (the latter more as a stimulant to the 
inactive bowel, than for any specific effect,) with thin gruel, 
to be vigorously injected, warmed, and as far as possible into 
the intestine. In less than half-an-hour, a mass of scybala 
was expelled, the exterior of which had been imperfectly 
softened by the action of the gall, covered with a coating of 
thick mucus. Other portions speedily followed, and conva- 
lescence ensued.” 

In the form of pill, in the dose of five grains three times a 
day, the ox-gall acts with almost specific certainty (according 
to Dr. Allnatt) in cases of habitual constipation, accompanied 
by indigestion, clay-colored stools, and a feeling of oppression 
after food. It acts by applying the natural stimulus to the 
intestines, and an.advantage it possesses is its perfectly: harm- 
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less nature. It does not, however, appear to be so well suited 
to constipation depending upon other causes, and when the 
liver begins to assume its healthy action, the ox-gall must be 
discontinued, as it will then produce all the symptoms of 
regurgitation of bile into the stomach. 

Dr. Allnatt lastly alludes to another point connected with 
the administration of the ox-gall, which, if borne out by sub- 
sequent experience, will render it a still more useful medicine 
—viz., the power of destroying the narcotizing property of 
opium when combined with it. ‘The constipating effect of 
opium, Dr. Allnatt observes, is principally produced by its 
action upon the liver, the secretion of which it arrests, and 
renders insufficient for the due stimulation of the alimenta 
canal. In many cases this is a serious drawback to the exhi- 
bition of opium, for we often require its sedative when its 
constipating effects would be sufficiently injurious to preclude 
its use. Five or eight grains of inspissated ox-gall will neu- 
tralize the effect of a grain of opium without destroying its seda- 
tive efficacy; it also prevents, in a great measure, its injurious 
action upon the brain.”— Dublin Med. Press, in Med. Examiner. 


Valerianate of Quinia.—Dr. Devay, in an essay on the 
Valerianate of Quinia, published in the Gazette Medicale, 
recommends it as equal to the sulphate in its anti-periodic 
eflects, and much superior in its nervo-sthenic properties. 

Preparation. 'Toaconcentrated alcoholic solution of quinia, 
add a slight excess of valerianic acid. Dilute the solution 
with twice its volume of distilled water, and evaporate in a 
stove, with a temperature not above 120° Faht. During the 
evaporation, handsome crystals of the valerianate are formed, 
arranged singly or in groups. Dry the salt in the open air. 

The valerianate of quinia may be also obtained by decom- 
Es sulphate of quinine, with the valerianate of lime or 

aryta, both being in solution in dilute alcohol. 

Chemical and Physical Characters. 'The Prince of Canino, 
who was the first to prepare this salt, ascertained it to be 
composed of valerianic acid, 1 equiv.; quinia, 1 equiv., and 
water, 2 equiv., of which one constitutes its water of crystalli- 
zation. The crystalline form seems to be variable, sometimes 
hexahedral or octohedral, and at others forming rhomboidal 
tables, or agglomerated in light, silkey masses. 

The odor slightly resembles that of valerianic acid; and the 
taste bitter. It dissolves readily in water, but alcohol and 
olive oil are better solvents. It is decomposed by the mineral, 
and most of the organic acids. It loses one equiv. of water 
when heated at 90°, and then melts like a resin. 

Dose, and Mode of Administration —Being readily decom- 
posed, it is recommended to administer it in a simple mix- 










~~ 


= — C$ oe Ve 





Stimulants in Diseases of the Lungs in Children. 109 





ture, as with gum mucilage. Three and a half ounces of the 
mucilage of gum arabic, will dissolve 8 grains of the salt. A 
grain may be given at a dose. 

One of the great advantages of this salt is supposed to be 
its ready solubility in olive oil, in which form it may be 
applied endermically over the region of the spleen. The form 
recommended is: 

BR: Olive oil, 3 ii; 
Valerianate of Quinine, grs. xvi.—dissolve. 

M. Devay reports many cases; some of which were severe 
and complicated intermittents, which the sulphate had failed 
to relieve, and which yielded when the valerianate was used. 
From 1% to 6 grains, constituted the per diem quantity in the 
various cases. 

From the experiments made, M. Devay concludes, Ist. 
Valerianate of quinine is superior as an anti-periodic to the 
sulphate, in consequence of its nervo-sthenic properties, and 
because it acts in smaller doses. 

2d. Given alone, it is equivalent to cinchona combined with 
the nevritiques. 

3d. In the worst fevers (the malignant ataxic) it is thought 
to act most beneficially, by its specific properties—New Or- 
leans Medical and Surgical Journal. 





























Of the Use of Stimulants in Inflammatory Diseases of the Lungs 
in Children.—By Dr. Posner, of Berlin.—In inflammation of 
the lungs in of infants, the author admits a stasis of the blood 
in the capillary vessels, and from this circumstance he argues 
that we ought to remove the obstacles to the circulation of the 
blood. He first obtains this effect by the employment of san- 
guineous emissions, and the use of those medicines calculated 
to augment the fluidity of the blood. It is, however, neces- 
sary to allow to the circulation sufficient energy to carry out 
of the lungs the products of inflammation. If we carry the 
anti-phlogistic treatment too far, we incur the serious risk of 
inducing an asthenic inflammation. According to our author, 
a — may arrive when a stimulating treatment may be 
indicated. M. Posner, on this subject, observes, that the 
pneumonia of infants differ from those of adults. In the lat- 
ter, we may bleed freely with advantage, and there is but 
little danger of inducing exhaustion; but in the case of chil- 
dren we must exercise more discretion; we must not push 
depletion too far, otherwise we sacrifice the life of the little 
— Under the influence of too abundant bleedings, they 

me pale and almost livid; their lips assume a bluish ap- 
pearance; the face hippocratic; the pulse rapid; respiration 
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hurried; the cough less frequent, but paroxysmal. Ausculta- 
tion reveals the rales characteristic of hepatization. If we 
in the anti-phlogistic system of treatment, we have symptoms 
toms of adynamia, and ataxia, convulsions, coma, and death; 
not from the effects of the disease, but from the treatment. 

If, on the contrary, we decide promptly upon the employ- 
ment of stimulants, the patient may yet be saved. In such 
cases, our author extols wine, which the little patients now 
swallow with instinctive avidity. It should be given, at first, 
in small quantities, but persevered in regularly. It will 
soon impart a better expression to the face, diminish the fre- 
quency of pulse and the respiration, and induce a quiet and 
refreshing sleep. In a few hours, under this course of treat- 
ment, Mr. Posner has seen the rales of an hepatization changed 
into those of a simple catarrh. After the persistance of the 
anti+phlogistic treatment, and the use of calomel and stibiated 
tartar, for about two days, then our author thinks we may 
appeal to stimulants, and the cure will be certain and rapid. 
Before we resort to wine, we may try the polygala, and the 
ammoniacal preparation. Many cases are cited by Posner to 
confirm the views above developed. 

Remarks.—T he observations of the Prussian physician are, 
in our opinion, highly judicious, and deserve consideration. 
The advocates for depletion see nothing but inflammatory 
engorgement of the viscera, and believe the debility the result 
of a sthenic condition of the system; whereas, those who 
dread the lancet, see, on the contrary, nothing but asthenia, 
adynamia, and their fatal consequences. ‘To both, we would 
say, bleed to fulfil certain indications, and stimulate when the 
symptoms seem to call for it! Exclusivism in medicine is a 
disgrace to the science, and should not be tolerated. Let 
practical medicine aspire to something more than a thing of 
fashion—to be patronized into notice to-day, and frowned 
down to-morrow.—New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Cyanosis of Infants Dr. Meigs, Professor of Midwifery in 
Jefferson Medical College, read before the Academy of Sci- 
ences at its session June 16th, a note upon this subject. In- 
fants die in this case, said Dr. Meigs, from the presence of a 
black, veinous, non-oxygenated blood, in the encephalon; it is 
in the arteries of the brain that this blood becomes destructive 
to life, acting not as a poison, but simply because of its inca- 
pacity to excite the innervation in this organ. The whole 
world knows the anatomical cause of these phenomena—it is 
ay reer of the foramen ovale. 


e occlusion of this foramen being prevented, because the © 


sanguine torrent coming from the vena cava inferior, raises 
and keeps raised, the inter-auricular valve, which is thin and 
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floating—Dr. Meigs conceived the idea of placing infants la- 
boring under cyanosis upon the right side, with the head and 
trunk slightly elevated, in order that the inter-auricular se 
tum might become horizontal, and that the blood contained in 
the left auricle might press with all its weight upon the valve 
which would thus be closed. Dr. Meigs has seen, that at the 
very instant when infants were placed in this position, the 
blue coloration would disappear, ow that there no longer 
— into the arterics anything but oxygenated blood. 

r. Meigs affirmed that he had rescued from death from fifty 
to sixty infants in a hundred by this method, while all the 
other means employed to the present day, as is well known, 
have been unsuccessful.— Gazette Médicale de Paris. 


Ipecacuanha, in Emetic Doses, as a Powerful Restorative in 
some Cases of Exhaustion and Sinking.—By Joun Hicersor- 
vtaM, F.R.C.S., Nottingham. (Read before the Nottingham 
Medico-Chirurgical Society, May 23, 1845.)—In the year 
1814, I was first led to see the extraordinary beneficial effects 
of ipecacuhana, as an emetic, in a female forty years of age, 
who was in a sinking state, in the last stage of cholera; her 
countenance was shrunk, extremities cold, cramp in the legs, 
atid other symptoms of approaching dissolution. I had pre- 
viously attended two similar cases, where I had given opium, 
brandy, and medicinal cordials, and both patients died. I 
was induced, in this instance, to give a scruple of ipecacuanha, 
from having frequently seen the good effects of it in the early 
stage of the disease. After the lapse of two or three hours, I 
again visited my patient, fearing | should find her dead, but 
to my great pleasure and surprise, so great a change for the 
better had taken place, as to appear almost incredible; the 
whole of her body was of a natural warmth, the dangerous 
symptoms had disappeared, and she made no complaint, ex- 
cept that she was very weak. She had no further unfavor- 
able symptom of the disease, and was soon convalescent. 

My confidence in the ipecacuanha, as a remedy in such 
cases, has now been confirmed during the practice of thirty 
years; the purging, vomiting, and cramp, often entirely cease 
after the emetic operation of the ipecacuanha, but I have 
thought it proper to give, in about two or three hours.after 
the emetic, a pill, with a grain of opium and five grains of the 
blue pill, to allay any remaining irritation of the stomach and 
intestines, and an aperient, with one. scruple of rhubarb and 
two of the sulphate of potash, to assist the natural actionof 
the bowels, and a simple saline effervescing draught every two 
or three hours afterwards: weak tea, well-boiled gruel, milk, 
with sago or arrow root as nutriment, and diluents.—Dublin 
Med. Press, in Western Journal of Med. 





112. Vinegar in Cases of Poisoning.—Hooping Cough. 


Vinegar nm Cases of Narcotic Poisoning.—Dr. Clapp finds 
vinegar an excellent adjuvant to emetics, in cases where nar- 
cotics have been taken into the stomach in doses to overcome 
the excitability of that organ. He has succeeded in bringing 
on vomiting by administering this acid when the emetic was 
about to fail. He mentioned to us the following instances. A 
man, in a fit of mental despondency, swallowed an ounce of 
laudanum on an empty stomach. In about an hour, he was 
visited by Dr. Clapp, and was found insensible, with sterto- 
rous, convulsive breathing. Sulphate of zinc was administered 
to the extent of a hundred grains, and his fauces were tickled 
with a feather, but vomiting was not induced. The doctor 

ave him a pint of vinegar; emesis soon took place, with the 
relief of all the alarming symptoms. 

Two children swallowed a number of seeds of the stramo- 
nium at different times. In the case of the first, the ordinary 
means of exciting emesis were tried ineffectually, and the pa- 
tient recovered. 

These facts are valuable, and a knowledge of them may 
save the lives of many individuals. We know how often chil- 
dren are sacrificed by the indiscreet use of opiates, and how 
frequent cases of poisoning by opium, the Jamestown weed, 
&c., are becoming in this country. If vinegar gives activity 
to emetics in such cases, it is an important auxiliary. Let it 
be tried.—Dr. Yandell, in Western Journal of Medicine. 


Hooping Cough.—A correspondent at Ipswich says—See- 
ing some useful remarks by Mr. Waddington, in the Lancet 
for June 21st, on this distressing complaint among children, I 
beg to call his attention, as well as that of the ae erage gen- 


erally, to the speedy relief afforded by the following simple 
remedy, viz: from fifteen to twenty drops of diluted sulphuric 
acid, P.L., mixed in a sonapioonfial’ of moist sugar, taken three 
or four times a day. I sometimes prefer giving an ounce of 
this “elixir” in a pint of water, with two ounces of simple 
syrup; the dose, a tablespoonful three or four times a day. 
This popular remedy has been found so useful here, during 
the last two or three years, as to be considered almost a spe- 
cific. Permit me also to take the opportunity of calling the 
attention of the profession to the great utility of emetics, par- 
ticularly sulphate of zinc, in all cases of asphyxia, or suspended 
animation, as well as in convulsions.—Boston Med. and Surg. 
Journal, from London Lancet. 





